Book:  The Magic Fish




Unit:  Folktales, Fairy Tales and Fables
Author:   Freya Littledale

Illustrations:  Winslow Pinney Pels
Book Summary:

A poor fisherman catches a fish who claims to be magical and asks the fisherman to let him go.  When the fisherman’s wife finds out, she demands her husband ask the fish for a wish.  The first wish is granted and the wife wants more…she keeps asking the fisherman to ask the fish for more and more things until the fish decides that the wife is greedy and sends them back to their old hut by the sea.  A great story with lots of vivid language and predictability.  Excellent for K-5 students.
Therapy Session:
1. Read the magic fish aloud.  
2. Use the book as a catalyst for incorporating oral language skills such as

     Sequencing and retelling, prediction, story comprehension, descriptive vocabulary,  plot,    
characters, setting, conclusion, etc…

3. Art Activity:  Tell the students to draw a picture of what they would wish for if 

     they received a wish from the magic fish.  As they draw their pictures, use the 

     vocabulary and illustrations from the book to work on speech sound production, 

     sentence formulation, descriptive vocabulary, comprehension, sequencing and so on…

     Have the students write a sentence about what they wished for:  I wished for          

     _______________  because _________________________________.  

4. Extension…find a good children’s how to art book, like Ed Emberly’s drawing books. 

     Look for a good fish to draw step by step.  During your second session, review

     The Magic Fish, then lead your students through the step by step drawing of the 
     Magic Fish…use the book to work with the students on speech and language skills as     

     They add color and background to their pictures.

5. Hang the artwork outside your therapy area to decorate and demonstrate your efforts!
*Recently, I looked through the DRA reading tests normally administered to Kindergarten through 2-3 grade students.  Usually in therapy I focus around vocabulary building through fact books that build concept knowledge.  As I looked through the DRA assessment, I found almost no reading material in that assessment focuses on factual information, attributes or vocabulary.  The DRA uses fantasy stories and the focus is solely on sequencing, recalling details and knowing elements of the story such as plot, sequence, character names.  This was revealing to me in that my perception of how well kids comprehend as opposed to how well teachers perceive kids to be comprehending differ.   I am looking at overall comprehension, and they are looking at literary comprehension…two very different things.  So this year, I am making a conscious effort to include more of this type of material in my therapy and focus on elements that will translate to improvement in DRA scores.
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